	
	Domestic Abuse Act 2021 : RIDER TO Children Act order made at first hearing – CASE NUMBER:………………

	


The court dispensing with the need for the parties to complete EX740 and EX741.

A. The court has determined that an automatic prohibition on cross examination applies under the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 (MFPA) because: (Delete as appropriate)

Section 31 R The vulnerable party is the victim of a specified domestic abuse offence perpetrated by the other party;

Section 31S the vulnerable party is protected by an on-notice protective injunction against the other party;

Section 31T The vulnerable party adduces specified evidence that they are a victim of domestic abuse perpetrated by the other party.

OR
B. Under Section 31U of the MFPA, it appears to the court that the quality of the party's evidence on cross-examination is likely to be diminished if the cross-examination is conducted in person, or if the conduct of cross-examination in person would cause significant distress to a party, and it would not be contrary to the interests of justice to make the direction.
AND / OR
C. The court has determined that there are suitable alternative means of cross-examination which are: ……………………….

or

The court has determined that there are no suitable alternative means of cross-examination.

AND
D. Upon hearing that ……………………… does intend to appoint their own qualified legal representative for the purpose of cross examination
IT IS ORDERED THAT:-

Domestic Abuse Act 2021 cross-examination provisions and appointment of QLR
1. Applicant / Respondent shall provide the name and contact details of their own qualified legal representative no later than [image: image1.jpg]


(date).
2. The court is to appoint a qualified legal representative on behalf of [image: image2.jpg]


  (name/s) for the hearings listed on [image: image3.jpg]


 (date) at [image: image4.jpg]


 (time) at [image: image5.jpg]


 (name of court).
3. The qualified legal representative is to conduct cross-examination at the final hearing on behalf of the prohibited party, namely 
[image: image6] of the following witness/witnesses:
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. ..(name)
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(name)
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(name)

4. The court-appointed qualified legal representative must notify the court as soon as possible if they are subsequently unable to accept the court appointment. [image: image10.jpg]



5. A preliminary hearing/ground rules hearing is listed above. The qualified legal representative appointed by the court to conduct cross examination shall attend.
6. [image: image12.jpg]


The court bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs will be sent by (date) by[image: image11.jpg]


. (applicant's/respondent's legal representative/court staff) to the court appointed qualified legal representative. If the bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs has not been received by the qualified legal representative, the qualified legal representative should notify the court in good time.
7. Should the preliminary hearing/ground rules hearing be adjourned or vacated by the court, the court will notify the court appointed qualified legal representative of the date and time of the rescheduled hearing.


